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of the vessel, has been made for the sake of simplicity, and is certainly a very
extreme one. It is not difficult to recognise that in the extreme form it may
be dispensed with. All that is really necessary to justify our conclusions
is that the mean free path should be very large in comparison with the vane.
The magnitude and distribution of the velocities with which the molecules
impinge will then be independent of the fact that the face of the vane is
heated, and this is all that the argument requires. The repulsion by heat of
a silk fibre suspended in a moderately rare gas was, it will be remembered,
verified by 0. Reynolds.